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The city of Mianyang, also known as “Fuxian County” and “Mianzhou” in ancient times, is named after its geographical location situated to the south of Mianshan Mountain. With an area of 20,200 square kilometers and total population of 5.45 million, the city governs and administers 5 counties, 3 districts and 1 prefecture-level city and is appointed to manage and operate the Science and Technology City office on behalf of Sichuan Provincial Government. The urban built-up area of Mianyang covers 139.1 square kilometers with permanent urban population of 1.328 million. This city is not only the birthplace of Li Bai—a poet of the Tang Dynasty, but also the only science and technology city in China. As the second largest city in Sichuan, it is a pilot city for China to promote comprehensive innovation reform and experiment in a systematic way. Moreover, Mianyang also enjoys the honorary titles such as National Civilized City, National Sanitary City, National Forest City, National Model City for Environmental Protection, China’s Outstanding Tourism City,  National “Double-support” Model City, National Advanced City of Scientific and Technological Progress, National People's Air Defense Advanced City, National Advanced City for Entrepreneurship, National New-type Industrialization Demonstration Base, National E-commerce Model City, National Model City for Intellectual Property Protection, one of the first batch pilot cities of “integration of three networks” nationwide, one of the first batch pilot areas for “facilitation of the integration of technology and finance” nationwide, National Demonstration Zone for City-Industry Integration, National Pilot City for Industrial-Financial Cooperation, pilot city of National Intelligent City, pilot city of National Information Consumption, and comprehensive pilot city of National New-type Urbanization. In 2016, the gross regional domestic product of the city achieved RMB 183.04 billion yuan, representing an increase of 8.3%; the industrial added value above designated scale increased by 9.9%; the total retail sales of consumer goods hit RMB 98.85 billion yuan, growing by 12.4%; the added value of service industry reached RMB 65.41 billion yuan, increasing by 9.5%; the completed investment in fixed assets of the whole society reached RMB 127 billion yuan, rising by 10%; furthermore, the local general budget revenue of the city totaled RMB10.76 billion yuan, rising by 8%. The per capita disposable income of urban and rural residents reached RMB 29,407 yuan and RMB 13,504 yuan, increasing by 8.2% and 9.3%, respectively.

Mianyang, a city endowed with a long history and numerous talented people, has long been the seat of the local government at the city-level and county-level since 201 BC when it was established as Fuxian County under the reign of the Han Dynasty. It is one of the oldest known human settlements, which can be evidenced by stonewares and potteries from the Neolithic Age unearthed at the Bianduishan Site, which has a history of 4,500 years. It is the hometown of Leizu, the mother of silk and the first wife of Huangdi, and also the birthplace of the hero Dayu, the founder of the Xia Empire, who devoted much of himself to taming the river. Mianyang is one of the birthplaces of Chinese acupuncture therapy. The wooden figure of the meridian diagram, unearthed from a Han Tomb at Shuangbaoshan Mountain, is the world’s earliest meridian model ever found. Since ancient times, this land has been endowed with a wealth of eminent people, including Li Bai, Ouyang Xiu, Wen Tong, Li Diaoyuan, Sha Ting, Feng Dashi and other outstanding figures. Sima Xiangru, Yang Xiong, Jiang Wan, Song Zheyuan, Du Fu, Wang Bo, Yang Jiong and Lu Zhaolin all drew inspiration from this land and many important monuments and literature works were left here. In addition, Deng Jiaxian, the “father of two bombs” and Yu Min, “father of the hydrogen bomb” have once lived and worked here for many years.

Mianyang, with developed science and education and thriving industry, is an important base for national defense and military industry and scientific research and production. It has 18 national scientific research institutions including China Academy of Engineering Physics, China Aerodynamics Research and Development Center, China Gas Turbine Establishment, etc., 14 higher education institutions including Southwest University of Science and Technology, 8 national key laboratories, 5 national engineering and technology research centers, 8 national enterprise technical centers, 26 academicians of the Chinese Academy of Sciences and Chinese Academy of Engineering and 230,000 professional and technical talents. In 2016, the appropriation expenditure on R&D accounted for 7% of the total GDP of Mianyang. At present, it has 72 large and medium-sized key enterprises, 30 incorporated listed companies, and nearly 10,000 small and medium-sized scientific and technologic enterprises. The sales volume of Changhong holding group exceeded RMB 100 billion yuan, ranking the sixth in the list of top 100 Chinese electronics brands and continuing to take the first place in the list of top 100 enterprises in Sichuan. The industrial total output value of Jiuzhou Group reached RMB 20.5 billion yuan. It is one of the 28 Chinese military-industrial entities that have received joint recognition from the Party Central Committee, the State Council and the Central Military Commission for their great contributions to hi-tech engineering. The six industries belonging to high and new technology industry and strategic emerging industry have speeded up their development, including electronic information, automobile, new material, energy conservation and environment protection, high-end equipment manufacturing, biology, etc. The industrial output of the high and new technology industry and strategic emerging industry accounted for 53.5%, 36% respectively of the industrial output above designated scale. The number of first batch identified military and civilian integration enterprises reached 238, with RMB 137 billion yuan of output value, accounting for 49.4% of the total industrial output and taking the lead nationwide. Mianyang has built a national hi-tech development zone and a national economic and technological development zone, and boasts the only national civil-military exchange center in China. It is also the location of science and technology city innovation center and industrial technology research institute. The platform for scientific and technical innovation and achievement transformation reaches 1 million square meters. In addition, it has established 15 strategic emerging industrial alliances including smart television of Sichuan Province, Beidou navigation system, new energy automobile, information industry, etc. Mianyang has successfully held China(Mianyang) Science & Technology City International High-Tech Exposition for four consecutive years, and won the title of China Top 10 Convention and Exhibition Brands again. As the second largest e-commerce city in Sichuan, it has successfully held two sessions of China (Sichuan) E-commerce Development Summit.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mianyang has gorgeous humanity and beautiful scenery. It is a famous historic and cultural city in Sichuan Province and the major node of Great Jiuzhai International Tourism Ring and the Three Kingdoms Shudao Culture International Tourism Route. It has a 5A scenic spot, i.e. Beichuan Qiang City Tourist Area, and thirteen 4A scenic spots including Yaowang (Medicine King) Valley, Jiuhuang Mountain, Qiqu Mountain Temple, Baoen Temple, Douchuan Mountain, etc. It has profound historical traditions and cultural deposits, such as Lei Zu Culture, Dayu Culture, Three Kingdoms Shu and Han Culture, Li Bai Culture and Wenchang Culture. There are characteristic and distinctive ethnic cultures, e.g. Qiang Culture, Baima Tibetan Culture, etc. The culture of national defense science and technology contained in Mianyang, the two bombs city with the largest wind tunnel group in Asia is uniquely attractive. The grateful and struggling culture built by earthquake relief work and post-disaster reconstruction moves the whole world. Wenchang Temple Fair, Jushui Trampling Bridge, and other public cultural activities are of long standing. It boasts the historical and cultural scenic spots represented by the Native Place of Li Bai, Cuiyun Corridor, Fule Mountain, and Yuewang Tower, the “three bases and one window” demonstration area represented by the Old Beichuan County Site, May 12th Wenchuan Earthquake Memorial Hall and New Beichuan County, the natural ecological scenic spots represented by Wanglang National Natural Reserve Area, Six Gorges of Fujiang River and Xiaozhaizigou, scenic spots for leisure vacation represented by Xianhai Lake and Hot Spring of Luofu Mountain, rural tourism scenic spots represented by Huacheng Guoxiang (Town of Flowers and Fruit) and Herb Garden, and characteristic streets represented by Yuejin Road 1958, Furong Hancheng and Banaqia in New Beichuan County.

Mianyang with its unique location has convenient traffic. It is located in the hinterland of the “western triangle” consisting of Chengdu, Chongqing and Xi’an and is an important node city in the city agglomeration in Chengdu Plain. The downtown area is 98km from Chengdu to the south, over 300km from Chongqing to the east and 700km from Xi’an to the north. It has Baoji-Chengdu Railway, Chengdu-Mianyang-Leshan High-speed Rail, Chengdu-Mianyang Expressway and multiple tracks, Mianyang-Guangyuan Expressway, Mianyang-Suining Expressway, Chengdu-Bazhong Expressway, as well as other under construction railways and expressways, including Chengdu-Xi’an High-speed Rail, Chengdu-Lanzhou Railway, Jiuzhaigou-Mianyang Expressway and Mianyang-Xichong Expressway. As the second largest airport in Sichuan and a national medium-sized civil airport, Mianyang Airport has opened routes to 30-plus cities including Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou, Shenzhen, Xi’an, Urumchi, etc. and the number of passengers transported in 2016 exceeded 2 million person-times. It possesses complete customs and inspection and quarantine institution, and has built Class-II railway port, public bonded warehouse, container warehouse and export processing zones.

Mianyang has good ecology and is suitable for living and entrepreneurship. The downtown area has four distinctive seasons and the climate is warm and humid. Fujiang River, Anchang River, and Furong Stream converge here. It is surrounded by Mianshan Mountain, Fule Mountain, Xishan Mountain and Nanshan Mountain. It has Sanjiang Lake with a water area of 5.1 square kilometers and Xianhai Lake with a water area of 6.3 square kilometers. The number of days with good air quality in the downtown area in 2016 was up to 279. The water qualification rate at river boundary section in the major drainage basin is 100%. Mianyang’s forest coverage rate reached 53.62%, and the city’s virescence rate has come to 36.2%. With complete urban public service facilities, Mainyang has won China Lighting Award, the lighting industry’s highest award, for its “Beautiful Mianyang” City Night View Project. Mianyang took the lead in Sichuan to provide free lunch for all compulsory education schools in rural areas. It has established the largest home-based elderly care information services platform in Sichuan. Besides, the convention and exhibition center of the science and technology city has the indoor and outdoor exhibition area of approximately up to 800,000m2. It has become the second city for convention and exhibition in Sichuan after Chengdu. Mianyang is one of the first batch top 10 model cities for people’s welfare improvement in China that it has sufficient public service infrastructure, including 4 hospitals with the rank of “Grade 3, Class A”, 5 state-level model secondary vocational schools and key secondary vocational schools, and 7 provincial first-level demonstrative ordinary high schools. Mianyang has taken the first place in terms of admission rate of college entrance and the ratio of college enrollment to per 10,000 examinees for 16 consecutive years. The Party Central Committee, State Council, Provincial Committee and government of Sichuan always give high priority to the development of Mianyang. During the “Three-line Construction”, Mianyang was designated to take charge of creating “two bombs and one satellite”. In 2000, the State Council approved Mianyang to build the science and technology city, and set up an inter-ministerial coordination group by inviting officials from 18 government divisions, including Ministry of Science and Technology to coordinate the development of the city of science, Mianyang. It can also enjoy the preferential policies once given to Zhongguancun and other 4 preferential policies given to national independent innovation demonstration zones. In 2015, Mianyang was listed in the list of pilot areas first carrying out systematic advancement of the experiment on comprehensive innovation and reform, appointing it to explore a development path featuring civil-military in-depth integration for Sichuan and the whole country. After more than a year of practice, Mianyang has accumulated experience in resource sharing of national defense scientific research facilities and accounts receivable financing service, and helped promote its experience nationwide. The “Overall Advancement of Civil-Military Integration in Mianyang” was included on the list of “Top 10 Economic Influential Events of 2016 in Sichuan”.

At present, Mianyang is thoroughly implementing the deployment of the Party Central Committee, State Council and provincial government, in accordance with the overall arrangement of Five-in-one and the strategic layout of Four Comprehensive. It will earnestly carry out the new development ideas, adhere to the general work guideline of making progress while maintaining stability, stick to its scientific development, accelerate its development of task orientation drive, and concentrate efforts on the experiment on comprehensive innovation and reform. Mianyang will elaborately implement the Year of Projects by thoroughly carrying out the two Number-one Projects. It will sturdily make every effort to relieve poverty and promote steady growth, continued reform, structural adjustments, and higher living standards, and forestall economic risks. By accelerating the construction of the science and technology city of China and a beautiful and happy Mianyang, we will build it into a beautiful city of innovation, vitality and hope that brings people happiness. 

Welcome to Libai’s Birthplace —Mianyang, the Science and Technology City of China!
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